
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION IX 

December 8, 2014 

75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, Ca. 94105 

The Honorable Paul A. Go ar, D.D.S 
U.S. Hou ·e of Representatives 
Attention: Ms . Julie Brown 
122 N. Cortez Street, Suite 104 
Pre" cott, AZ 86301 

Dear Congressman Go ar: 

Thank you for your letter to the U.S . Environmental Protection Ag ncy dated November 20, 
2014 regarding correspondenc from your con tituent . Our Office of Congre ional 
Affair: and Intergovernmental Relations asked that I re:pond becau eMs.  r ' ides within 
EPA Region 9. 

M ..  expre ed h r concern about the potential health effect of white fibrous material that 
she collected after ·he observed it fall ing from the sly on November 5, 201 4 near her home in 
Chino Valley. She also :aw military aircraft flying overh ad around the time she noticed the 
materiaL She " aiel that he was interviewed about the incident by a local TV new station, and we 
found that tory archived online at : http: //www.kpho.com/story/27420731/mysteriou -fiber -
found-in-chino-valley. The new station. CBS 5, reported that it brought ampl · of the material 
to the Forensic Science Lab at Grand Canyon Univer ity, which declared it wa a mixture of 
wheat, gluten, flour :mel bacitracin (an antibiotic), pos ibly for veterinary u e. 

Our office contacted Ms.  directly about the incident, and on December 4 sh forwarded 
directly to u by email the results she obtained from a laboratory that hawed the fiber contained 
small amount of metallic aluminum, barium and trontium. 

Unfortunately, the EPA ha no specific program respon ible for the inve tigation of this type of 
incident, and the EPA i not a are of any d liberate action to relea e chemical or biological 
agents into the atmo phere. However, orne a pects of aviation emi sions are regulated through 
the efforts of everal government agencie in the United State ·. The EPA, under the Clean Air 
Act, ha e tabli heel commercial aircraft engine exhaust emission tanclards for certain emittant 
a . ociated with ground-level air pollution. Jet engine exhaust contains oxides of nitrogen (NOx) 
and hydrocarbon that contribute to ozone formation. The emi ions tandard ar enforced by 
the Federal Aviation Ad mini tration (FAA) of the U.S . Department of Transportation. 

M .   may be intere t d in the information available on EPA's web ite regarding our 
aviation regulatory a~tivity (http: // ww.epa.gov/otaq/aviation.htm). The right side of that 
web ite includes link to a number of other helpful re ources, including fact heet . In addition, 
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I have attached (via email) three fact sheet prepared by the Agency for Toxic Sub tance and 
Di ease Regi try, a federal agency within the U.S. Department of Health, with toxicity profi le 
on aluminum, barium, and strontium, all naturally occurring element . 

We tru t thi information will be helpful in responding to your constituent' concems. If we can 
be of further a istance, plea e call our Congre ional Liaison, Brent Maier, at (415) 947-4256. 

Sincerely, 

~. ~ -----rt="'c-
Michael Bandrow ki 
Manager 
Office of Air Taxies , Radiation and Indoor Air 




